
 
                                                                      
                                                                        
 
 
 

Stream Visual Survey 
Use this form to record important information about the health of your stream.  By keeping accurate and consistent records  
of your visual observations, you can document current conditions as well as changes in water quality and stream habitat. 

 
Stream name:         
 
Stream location:         
 
Names of group members:         
 
         
 
Group contact person (Name, address, phone and e-mail):         
 
         
 
Visual Survey 
 
Weather conditions:   ___sunny & clear   ___partly cloudy   ___cloudy/overcast   ___rain   ___rain within last 24 hrs? ___48hrs?  
 
Stream Walk 
Length of stream (approx.) walked:          ft (15-20X the stream width is suggested {500 ft maximum}) 
 
Width of stream (approx.):    ft  Depth of stream (approx.):    ft  
 
Number of Pools:   Number of Riffles:   
 
Streambank Buffer Width:  
Looking downstream  from anywhere in your survey reach, approximate: Right buffer    ft     Left Buffer      ft 
 
Water Appearance      Water Odor 
___ clear ___ milky/gray     ___ none ___ rotten eggs 
___ muddy ___ green     ___ natural ___ sewage 
___ oily  ___ brown     ___ gas/oil ___ chemical 
___ foamy ___ black     ___ chlorine ___ other     
___ scummy ___ other     
 
Algae Presence    Algae Appearance 
___ none present    ___ light green 
___ in spots    ___ dark green 
___ attached     ___ brown coated 
___ everywhere    ___ matted on stream bed 
     ___ hairy                Please do not fill this out.  Thanks. 
 
Land Use 
What are the different land uses in the area within 1/4 mile of your site? 
_____ % Residential (houses & apartments)  _____ % Commercial (strip malls & gas stations) 
 
_____ % Industrial (factories & mines)  _____ % Agricultural (livestock & farming) 
 
_____ % Recreational (parks & trails)  _____ % Natural (undisturbed) 
 
_____ % other               
 
 
  

Site #________________ 

Date: ________________ 

Recorder:____________
_____________________ 

TU        CD        FC        DO        pH        TP        BIO 

(Optional) Additional samples collected? ___ yes ___ no Sample bag number: #_______________ 
Sample collection site: ___________________________ Reason collected: ___________________________________ 



 
                                                                        
 
 
 
                                
                                                                       Stream Walk Survey                               

Choose the rating that best describes your stream segment for each category. 
Consider the area within 1/4 mile of your stream site as the watershed for ranking purposes. 

 
 
Other observations 
 
Wildlife:             
 
Evidence of pollution:            
 
Litter in the area:            
 
Presence of discharge/withdrawal pipes? ___ yes  ___ no      Active discharge? ___ yes  ___ no 

Site #________________ 

Date: ________________ 

Recorder:____________
_____________________ 
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Site #________________ 

Date: ________________ 

Recorder:____________
_____________________ 

NOTES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

How To Properly Collect A Water Sample 
Wear your gloves. 
Collect sample mid-stream and mid-depth or as far away from the bank without putting yourself in danger. 
Collect sample from an undisturbed area. 
Tear off plastic tab to break the seal on the sample bag.  
Face upstream. Submerge bag. 
Open bag, making sure to keep your fingers from contaminating the contents of the bag. 
Close bag under water when full and fold over once.  
Twirl the bag, holding onto the twist ties, to close the bag fully. 
Use the twist ties to seal the bags. 
Transport bag in a safe manner, out of direct sunlight. 
 
*Keep in mind that results from the water samples are most accurate when ran within an hour of collection* 



 
 

Draw Map Here 


