
 

Protecting the Upper Oconee Watershed through Conservation Easements 

 

 

ORLT protects ~8,400 acres of land and ~38 miles of waterways in 10 counties within the Upper Oconee Watershed  

Riparian Buffers 

Riparian buffers are vegetated 
areas of land adjacent to water 
bodies such as streams and 

wetlands.  

• Buffers protect and maintain 
water quality by removing 
sediment, nutrients, toxic 
substances, and pathogens 

from runoff.  

• Wider buffers are more effec-
tive because they provide 
more space and time for nu-
trients and contaminants to 

become trapped.  

• Wider buffers also provide 
better habitat for native 

plants and animals.  

• ORLT typically sets 200-ft 
buffers on perennial and in-
termittent streams and wet-

lands.  

The Oconee River Land Trust is a nonprofit land conservation organization that has been working with landowners since 1993 to 
conserve land, water, and habitat throughout Georgia through the use of conservation easements. Conservation easements are vol-
untary agreements between a landowner and ORLT which permanently limit certain land uses in order to protect important conser-
vation values of the property. ORLT’s conservation easements are designed to protect the water quality of the streams and wetlands 
on a property in two ways: the use of riparian buffers and erosion 

Erosion Control 

ORLT uses a variety of erosion control requirements to protect water 

quality on its easements.  

• All construction, including roads, structures, and trails, must mini-
mize (i) impact on vegetation; (ii) sediment and storm water runoff; 
and (iii) impact on the streams and wetlands. All construction must 

comply with current Best Management Practices (BMPs). 

• Areas with significant habitats (i.e., Bottomland Hardwoods), steep 
slopes, and riparian buffers are designated as Special Natural Are-

as, within which soil and vegetation disturbance is prohibited.   

• Forestry and agriculture are confined to specific areas of the prop-
erty and must comply with BMPs and ORLT-approved management 
plans. These plans must include provisions to minimize land altera-
tions. Also, permitted activities must avoid water pollution, erosion, 

and sedimentation.  


